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'The book is an outstanding demonstration of the complexities and 
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Relying on qualitative and ethnographic research, 
document analysis and reviews of policies, Patricia M. 
Daenzer and her expert contributors focus on social 
possibilities, legal limits and societal roles to illuminate the 
national asset of human solidarity evident in civil society 
activism in Canada. They challenge the romanticism of 
‘the perfected welfare democracy’ and contend that civil 
society activism leads to the authentication of democracy. 
The premise is that Canadian political and policy 
inconsistencies fail to protect some and civil society 
intervention is essential for the realignment and 
redefinition of articulated national principles and 
redistributive outcomes.
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